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Some grave histories in the East graveyard 

E003 SHIFFNER (FOOKS) Elizabeth Mary  

E007 POPHAM Admiral Brunswick  

E012 VENTHAM Bessie Elizabeth 

E013 MITCHELL James & Sophia 

E026 BEECHING John  et al 

E027 SATCHER Joe & brothers 

E032 PINYOUN Walter 

E035 SATCHER John & Mary 

E038 McBEAN James & Annie 

E041 SMITH Ernest 

E046 PELLING Frances/Francis/William 

E049 McBEAN Albert & Bessie 

E073 TURNER (SIMMONDS) Trayton/Susan 

E080  KENWARD John & Julia 

E085a FARNES Daniel (Targy) 

E086/87 NEDEHAM BROWNE Kate Isobel & Henry 

E101 KNIGHT Major Ernest Frederick 

E102 KNIGHT Edward Charles 

E122 MITCHELL Deborah Kate & Alfred 

E128 CURTIS KING Roger 

E139 BROOKS Robert WW2 

E140 WINGROVE Robert WW2 

E143 KENDERDINE Sir Charles Halstaft 

E159 TIDMARSH Major G D  

E162 FISHER Edwin 

E163 GEARING Albert 

E194 MITCHELL Jim & Ernie 

	  



Elizabeth Mary Shiffner was born on 9 December 1894. She
was the daughter of Sir John Shiffner, 5th Bt. and Elsie Burrows.
Her brothers were John Bridger Shiffner who died in WWI,
aged 19 and Henry Burrows Shiffner who died in WWII, aged
39. Both are commemorated on the War Memorial.

She married Major Gerard David Tidmarsh, son of David
Tidmarsh, on 20 March 1915. They had a daughter, Betty Mary
Tidmarsh born 15 May 1916.  He died on 9th November 1944,
aged 55.

Her second marriage was to Lt.-Col. Osmund John Francis
Fooks, son of Edward John Fooks, on 25 January 1950.

Betty Fooks was responsible for depositing the Shiffner Archives
in the East Sussex Record Office with the help of Francis Steer.

Major G.D. TIDMARSH M.C.,
Royal Artillery 9th November

1944 aged 55.

E159 Tidmarsh

E003 Fooks

ELIZABETH MARY (Betty)
FOOKS, 1894-1984.

Daughter of John and Elsie
Shiffner, Fifth Baronet of

Coombe Place, Sussex

Elizabeth with her brothers: John on the left and Henry on the right.

During WWI he was wounded three times – on the Aisne in 1914, on the Somme
in 1916, and at Gricourt in 1918. He had the immediate award of the Military
Cross on the field at Cambrai in 1917 for conspicuous gallantry. He was with
the Army of Occupation in Germany from 1919 to 1924. Later he was adjutant
of a Brigade of the Royal Field Artillery (1924-26); and adjutant of the 57th H.C.
Brigade, R.F.A. (1926-29). He resigned his commission in 1929.

   In April, 1939, just before the outbreak of WWII, he joined the Forces as
assistant adjutant to the 58th H.C. Brigade, R.F.A., at Eastbourne and in
September, 1939, commanded a Training Battery in the 205th A.A. Training
Regiment at Arborfield, Berks until the close of 1941. He was taken ill and early
in 1942 was invalided from the Service with a strained heart.

The burial took place on Monday at Old
Hamsey Churchyard of Major Gerard
David Tidmarsh, M.C., who died suddenly
at the age of 55 at Upper Burrells, East
Chiltington, on Thursday last week.

Death of Major G. D. Tidmarsh

SOLDIER, ARTIST AND SPORTSMAN

Sussex Express, 17th November 1944



E007 ADMIRAL BRUNSWICK POPHAM 

Admiral Brunswick Popham was born in 1805. He was the son of Admiral Sir 
Home Riggs Popham and Elizabeth Moffat Prince. (see below) 

He married, firstly, Susan Murray, daughter of Patrick Murray, on 26 October 
1841 at Florence, Italy.  

He married, secondly, Frances Mary Shiffner, daughter of Sir George 
Shiffner, 3rd Bt. and Elizabeth Johnson, on 26 October 1872. He died on 
8 February 1878. 

He was commissioned on 4 December 1817, in the service of the Royal Navy. 
He gained the rank of Lieutenant on 3 January 1826. He gained the rank of 
Commander on 2 March 1828. He gained the rank of Captain on 28 June 
1838. He gained the rank of Admiral in 1869. He lived at Cardean, Perthshire, 
Scotland. 

 

 

 

Brunswick Popham was the son of Rear 
Admiral Sir Home Riggs Popham, KCB, 
KCH (12 October 1762 – 2 September 
1820), was a Royal Navy commander who 
saw service against the French during the 
Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars. He is 
remembered for his scientific 
accomplishments, particularly the 
development of a signal code that was 
adopted by the Royal Navy in 1803.He was 
born at Gibraltar in 1762 while his father, 
Joseph, was Britain’s consul in Tetuan, 
Morocco. His father was apparently a 
devotee of both marriage and fatherhood. 
Home allegedly had twenty siblings and 
some twenty-three half-siblings. 

	  

	   Rear	  Admiral	  Sir	  Home	  Riggs	  Popham	  

	  

A	  picture	  of	  the	  
grave	  taken	  in	  
2011	  before	  the	  
overhanging	  trees	  
were	  cleared.	  It	  
was	  in	  danger	  of	  
being	  toppled	  
over!	  



E012 BESSIE VENTHAM 
 

In Loving Memory of my dear wife BESSIE ELIZABETH BENTHAM 
Died 23 October 1936 aged 56 years 

 

 

 

Bessie as a young lady, probably before her marriage.  
Her parents, James and Sophia Mitchell, 

are buried in the next grave 



E013 JAMES & SOPHIA MITCHELL 
 

 
In Loving Memory of JAMES MITCHELL who died November 20th 1914 

aged 61 years – also of SOPHIA MITCHELL wife of the above 
born January 29th 1856, died April 12th 1939 

 

James Mitchell was a bricklayer, employed by the Coombe Estate. He lived 
firstly in Beechwood Lane but by 1892 had moved to no.2 Offham village. 

 

 

James and Sophia Mitchell with their daughter Bessie 



E026 JOHN BEECHING & FAMILY 

The Beeching family farmed the 208 acre Tulleys Wells Farm (as tenants of 
the Coombe Estate) on the Ditchling Road from before 1881 until 1902, firstly 
John Beeching and following his death in 1883 by his sons William and Albert.  

There are 10 names on the gravestone, eight of them children of John and 
Elizabeth. At first glance it may appear that the children all died young as their 
ages are not stated. 

Below is a transcription with the ages added in brackets. 

 

In Loving Memory of 

JOHN BEECHING. Died July 20th,  1883 aged 67 and 

ELIZABETH his wife Died March 24th,  1885 age 61 

also of their eight children, 

CLARA JANE, died  Febry. 10th, 1899 [age 38] 

ALICE LOUISA, died Febry. 18th,  1901 [age 42] 

ALBERT AGATE died Febry. 4th, 1901 [age 45] 

BESSIE,  died Oct. 16th, 1907 [age 43] Interred in LAUGHTON churchyard. 

ANNIE died June 28th 1908 [age 37] 

SARAH died Octr. 6th, 1916 [age ?] 

JULIA died Septr. 27th,  1917 [age 66] 

"Yea, saith the spirit, that they may rest from their  labours." 

 

Four of the siblings died within 17 days of each other in 1901 although William 
is not listed on the stone. According to a newspaper report Alice Louisa died 
in Portsmouth of typhoid fever. Maybe she had been visiting the family and 
contracted the illness from them. 

“There	  is	  a	  Beeching	  tombstone	  in	  Old	  Hamsey	  churchyard	  and	  on	  it	  are	  
Albert	  and	  his	  wife	  and	  the	  family	  of	  eight,	  three	  of	  whom	  died	  in	  February	  
1901.	  Cholera	  some	  said.	  My	  father	  used	  to	  tell	  me	  of	  the	  dreaded	  African	  
cattle	  scourge,	  ‘Rinderpest’,	  which	  was	  once	  found	  on	  the	  farm.	  How	  the	  
infection	  came	  was	  a	  mystery.	  Perhaps	  it	  was	  brought	  by	  soldiers	  returned	  
from	  the	  South	  African	  War.”	  

An extract from “OurParish” Jack Harmer 1991	  



Joseph Satcher

This morning at about twenty minutes past
nine, a boy, aged 16, son of a hay trusser,
residing at the corner of Beechingwood Lane,
near Warringore Wood, was instantaneously
killed in the chalk pit at Offham under very
distressing circumstances. He was in the em-
ploy of Mr. Horace Weston, of Cooksbridge,
and came to the pit with a wagon and team of
horses to fetch chalk, of which there is a large
quantity lying loose in the bottom of the pit.
Whilst loading the chalk, the carter, a man
named William Scrase, heard a slight noise
overhead, and calling to the boy, moved quickly
away. A piece of chalk about the size of ones
fist, however, caught the unfortunate lad on
the head, fracturing the skull, and he fell dead
on the spot.

From the Evening Argus March 23rd 1894

E027  JOSEPH, FRANK & ALBERT SATCHER

In Loving Memory of JOSEPH, youngest son of JOHN and
MARY SATCHER, who died March 22, 1894 aged 16 years -

also of FRANK, their third son, who died at
BARRACKPORE, INDIA, April 13, 1894 aged 25 years,

and of ALBERT, their fourth son, who died at
FYZABAD, INDIA, March 27th, 1896, aged 25 years.



E032  WALTER PINYOUN 
Walter Pinyoun was born in 1859. He joined the Army in 1876, aged 18, and 
was described as a blacksmith. He was 5ft 5in tall with grey eyes and brown 
hair. His religion is stated as Calvinist. Walter served 12 years before being 
discharged on 18th December 1888. He married Martha Trash in 1886 and 
they had 7 children. At the time of his death in 1903 the family were living at 
Friendly Hall Cottages, Cooksbridge. His occupation was described as 
General Labourer. He was 44 years old. I wonder if the cast iron monument 
has any bearing on his time as a blacksmith? 
 
 

	  

	  

	  

The next monument is to George Booth who died 2 years after Walter. He 
also lived in Friendly Hall Cottages. Was there any connection - were they 
workmates?	  



E035 JOHN & MARY SATCHER

In Loving Memory of JOHN SATCHER.
Born at HAMSEY

Feb. 14th, 1836. Died Aug. 31st, 1917
also of MARY, his wife.

Born at EAST CHILTINGTON Oct. 5th, 1836.
Stone sunk.

The Satcher family lived in Hamsey for many years in Thatchers Cottage, at the junction of
Beechwood and Allington lanes.
John worked as a hay trusser/cutter. They had 12 children, 3 of whom are commemorated
in grave E027.

John and Mary Satcher, 1890s



James McBean came to Cooksbridge in 1879 where
he set up his nursery on Resting Oak Hill. He started
by growing chrysanthemums and ferns which, it is
said, he took weekly by horse and cart to Covent
Garden. One day he came across some rubbish thrown
out from imported orchids and took it home and to his
surprise one of the orchids flowered. This was the
beginning of the world famous McBean’s Orchids.

In those early days raising orchids was a laborious
and chancy business. Nevertheless, by the turn of the
century McBean had gained his first Royal Agricultural
Society’s award. In about 1903 James’s son Albert
Alexander, joined him in partnership. The business
continued to gain strength. James died in 1910.

E038 JAMES & ANNIE McBEAN

In ever blessed and precious memory of BESSIE, beloved wife of ALBERT A McBEAN,
who was called home February 20th, 1939 - also of ALBERT ALEXANDER McBEAN,

who was called home July 31st, 1942

Erected in Loving Memory of
JAMES McBEAN, who died on 21st August, 1910

aged 69 years.
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.

Also ANNIE, the beloved wife of the above,
who entered into rest 8th May, 1919 aged 73.

So shall we ever be with the Lord

Brighton Gazette, Hove Post, Sussex & Surrey Telegraph,
Wednesday, August 24th 1910

The horticultural world in the south, and especially
that branch which had to do with the cultivation of
the orchid, will miss greatly the figure of Mr. James
McBean, who died at his residence at Cooksbridge
on Sunday. A man of plain words, frank and genial,
he formed many friendships in business and in
private life, and his admirable personality gained
for him the high regard of all who came within the
circle of his acquaintance.A keen politician, he
manifested a lively interest in the topics of the day,
in which he was well versed.

For 25 years he identified himself with
Nonconformity and did much to promote its welfare,
particularly in regard to the Mission Room in
Chailey, of which he was one of the founders. Its
non-sectarian character affored ample scope for
evangelical work, and to this purpose he devoted
considerable time and energy.

He was born on 22nd October, 1840, at Fodderty,
in the conty of Ross, and after receiving his early
education at Dingwall, he migrated “over the border”
as a young man of 20 summers. He established the
nucleus of the present business at Cooksbridge, and
subsequently opened a branch at Plumpton. About
fifteen years ago he originated the business now
carried on at 3, Bartholomews, Brighton.

As far back as 1882, Mr McBean won the
Ashbury Cup at Preston Park for a group
of ferns, the competition being open to all
England, and as an exhibitor of orchids he
had gained successes throughout the
country. He practically retired from business
in 1902. [His son Albert taking over]. Mr
McBean, who passed peacefully away in
his sleep from cardiac affection of long
standing, leaves a widow and three sons to
mourn their loss. The funeral takes place at
Hamsey on Thursday.

A SUSSEX ORCHID GROWER
Death of Mr James McBean



E041 ERNEST SMITH 
 

In Loving Memory of  
ERNEST HENRY SMITH 

who died 23rd December 1955 aged 83 
also of his wife SARAH JANE 

who died 7th March 1957 

	  
	  

	  

	  

The Smith family lived at Bank Cottages, Offham where Ernest worked as a 
cowman for the Harmers at Mill Laine Farm. The baby in the picture is their 
daughter Violet Rust who is buried in grave no E195. 



E046 FRANCES, FRANCIS & WILLIAM PELLING

In Loving Memory of FRANCES, wife of WILLIAM PELLING, who died 22nd April, 1907 aged 42 years -
also of FRANCIS, son of the above, who fell in action in MESPOTAMIA October 28th, 1918 aged 25 years

also of WILLIAM PELLING, who died 14th Feb. 1959 aged 96 years

William Pelling came to Offham in 1897 to take up the position of Coombe Estate carpenter.
Along with his wife, three sons and a daughter they lived first at no.10 Offham and later at
no.16 [now called Turnpike Cottage] where he worked in the wheelwright’s shop at the rear.
His wife died at the young age of 44 in 1907 and his daughter Margaret remained at home
and ran the household. After her father’s death in 1959 she remained in the cottage until her
own death in 1978. She is buried in grave E192.

William Pelling, pictured outside the
wheelwright’s shop in Offham.

Francis Pelling, who is commemorated
on his parents grave stone, died on
active service during WW1 and is buried
in the Baghdad North Gate Cemetery,
Iraq (formerly Mesopotamia)

A picture of the Pelling gravestone taken probably in the 1930s. William was
added on his death in 1959. Note the iron railings which were comandeered during

WW2 and the wooden leaping board which is no longer there.



E049 ALBERT & BESSIE McBEAN

In ever blessed and precious memory of BESSIE,
beloved wife of ALBERT A McBEAN, who was

called home February 20th, 1939 - also of
ALBERT ALEXANDER McBEAN, who was

called home July 31st, 1942

Albert McBean joined his father in partnership in the
orchid business in 1903 and succeeded him on his
death in 1910 (grave E038).

By 1914 Albert had built up a stock of some 200
Cymbidium orchids (now 200,000). He was greatly
assisted by a loyal and able staff headed by Jesse
Thomas and later by Sydney Rothwell. From 1906
seedlings had been raised in flasks. 1924 proved to
be a particularly successful year, but in 1926 a Dr.
Knudson came over from the USA and demonstrated
a new method.

Change was not easy at first, but Sydney
Rothwell proved to be an apt pupil, and, ably assisted
by Albert Miller, finally achieved tremendous success,
particularly with the Cymbidium, securing many
coveted awards.

Albert McBean died in 1942. By his wish the
business became a private company with S. Rothwell
and J. Thomas as directors and Mrs Newton as
secretary.

A Cymbidium Strathdon orchid
“Cooksbridge Fantasy”

Extract from: Sussex Agricultural Express,
Friday 7th August 1942

FAMOUS ORCHID GROWER
Death of Mr. A. A. McBean

Mr. Albert Alexander McBean, of Ingleside,
Bolnore Road, Haywards Heath, and of the
Orchid Nurseries, Cooksbridge, who died at
the Haywards Heath Hospital on Friday at the
age of 68, was an orchid grower of international
fame. Mr. McBean was senior member, in
years of service, of the Orchid Committee of
the Royal Horticultural Society. At Cooksbridge
nurseries, where orchids were probably first
grown half-a-century ago, he succeeded his
father, the late Mr. James McBean and the
orchids from these nurseries  have a world-
wide reputation and won many prizes at Chelsea
flower show.

Mr. McBean lived in the Cooksbridge
district for many years, and was a prominent
figure in local affairs and a well-known
cricketer. He was Chairman of Hamsey Parish
Council for a long period succeeding the Rev.
E. Shiffner Best, a former Rector. He was
connected with many other organisations.

Of a deeply religious nature, Mr. McBean
was superintendent of the Undenominational
Mission Hall, Chailey and his wife is hon.
secretary of the mission. Mr. McBean’s father
and Mr. T. Hewett were founders of the
mission.



E073 TRAYTON & SUSAN TURNER

In Loving Memory of

SUSAN

wife of TRAYTON TURNER,

who died June 10th 1919

aged 66 years

Peace, perfect peace
Also of the above named

   TRAYTON TURNER,

who died February 4th 1927

aged 74 years

At rest

Trayton Turner was born 23 November 1852 in Glynde. He married Susan Simmonds
in 1875 and they had nine children, four sons and five daughters, two dying in infancy.
By 1881 they were living in Malthouse Cottages, Cooksbridge and Trayton worked as
an agicultural labourer and later as a cowman. They were followers of the Church of
Latter Day Saints (Mormons)



E080 JOHN & JULIA KENWARD

In Memory of
JULIA

the dearly beloved wife of
JOHN KENWARD.

Born 6th November, 1843
Died 18th August, 1920

also of the above JOHN KENWARD
Born 7th January, 1850

Died 28th February, 1929
Peace, Perfect Peace.

John Kenward moved from Fletching to Hamsey Place and
Cowleasefarms in 1888. It is said he moved at Old Michaelmas,
11th October, bringing his stock with him - and they walked. His
Southdown flock was his pride and joy. They folded the Down
near Lewes Racecourse - two folded fodder crops to one cereal,
usually oats. There was no straw disposal problem in those
days; the old account books show an enormous trade with the
Brighton stables, and the waggons came back loaded with
manure. I haven’t a note of the wheat sales, but there must have
been a great deal of it to produce so much straw. This is not
surprising, Cowlease having some of the finest arable soil,
certainly in this part of Sussex.



Daniel “Targie” Farnes was born in Rotherfield parish in 1830. In 1851 he lived at the
Blacksmiths Arms, Offham, where he was servant (ostler) to the owner, Thomas Norman.
By 1881 he had married Esther (born Patcham 1832) and lived with his family at the top
of Resting Oak Hill. Living at home at that time were sons, Thomas (born 1858) and William
(born 1861). Both boys were born in Chailey so Daniel left the parish some time after 1851.
Daughter Emily was born in Hamsey parish in 1867. His second daughter, Deborah Kate,
married Alfred Mitchell and they lived at 8 Offham. They are buried in grave E122

Targy was a butcher, assisted by Thomas and probably carried on business at Resting Oak
Hill. Martha was a dressmaker. In later life Targy lived with his spinster daughter, Emily, at
9 Offham, where this picture was taken in the back garden. He died in 1927 aged 97.

Between E085-86 DANIEL “TARGIE” FARNES

The grand old man of Offham, Mr Daniel Farnes,
died on Saturday a little under three months after
celebrating his 97th birthday. He had been ill for
a month, but was actually confined to his bed for
only two days. Like many people who reach
advanced years Mr farnes, or “Targie,” as he was
known in the village, had never before had a serious
illness.
     He was a wonderful old man  who carried his
age far better than many 20 years his junior.
     He lived at Offham, opposite the Post Office,
with his daughter Miss E. Farnes. Born at Catt’s
Farm Cottage, Rotherfield, on May 14, 1830, he
was the son of the late Mr Thomas Farnes. He had
three sons, two daughters and his grandchildren
and great grandchildren number nearly 100.
     The funeral took place on Thursday afternoon
at Hamsey Old Church and the interment took
place in the churchyard adjoining. The service was
conducted by the Rev. E. S. Best (Rector of Hamsey
and Cooksbridge).
     The mourners were:– Mr T. D. Farnes, Mr F.
W. Farnes and Mr J. H. Farnes (sons); Mrs K.
Mitchell and Miss E. Farnes (daughters); Mr D.
Farnes, Mr S. Farnes, Mr A. Mitchell, Miss Rose
Farnes, Miss F. Farnes, Mr W. Bedwell, and Mrs
W. Sutton (grandchildren); Mr Alec Farnes (great
grandson); Mr F. Mitchell (son-in-law); Mrs J.
Mitchell and Mrs Ventham.

Report from THE SUSSEX COUNTY HERALD, SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 1927

DEATH OF MR D. FARNES, THE GRAND OLD MAN OF OFFHAM

We know from his obituary that Daniel Farnes was buried in the graveyard in 1927
although there is no edvidence of a stone memorial. There is a gap between E085
(1924) and E086 (1928) so we can presume that Daniel lies in this vicinity.



E086 & 087 HENRY & KATE NEDEHAM BROWNE

Beneath this stone lies HENRY
NEDEHAM BROWNE, who
died on the eighteenth day of

February Anno Dom 1930

Here lyeth KATE ISOBEL, the
wife of HENRY NEDEHAM
BROWNE, who died in this

parish on the twenty eighth day
of April, anno dom 1928

This print of a lovely charcoal drawing was given to me some years ago. It is by Henry
Nedeham Browne who lived at Offham House for five years, and later at Ousedale for
two years. He took a great interest in the preservation of Hamsey Old Church. He and
his wife, Kate, are buried here in the graveyard.

The funeral took place at Hamsey Old Church
on Friday, of a former well-known resident of
the parish, Mr Henry Nedeham Browne, who at
the age of 53 passed away suddenly in London
the previous Tuesday. Mr Browne was a well
known artist, and took a great interest in the
preservation of Hamsey Old Church. He lived
at Offham House for five years, and after the
death of his wife about two years ago at Ousedale
House. Later he resided for a short time at
Seaford, and then returned to London.
The first part of the service was held at Offham
Church and was conducted by the Rev. C. S.
Ensell (Rector of St. Anne’s, Lewes), who also
officiated at the graveside. There were no hymns,
but the organist (Mr. T. Church Saxby) played
music which included Chopin’s Funeral March.
The grave was lined with white flowers and
evergreens.

HAMSEY FUNERAL

THE LATE MR. H. N. BROWNE
––––––– : o : –––––––

Sussex Express, 28 February 1930



101 MAJOR ERNEST FREDERICK KNIGHT

He was born 11 Sept 1869 in Chawton,
Hampshire and died 05 July 1917 aged 47.
His faher was Edward Bridges Knight,
Rector of Chawton, Hampshire.

He was a Major in the 8th Battalion, Kings
Liverpool Regiment, Royal Army Medical
Corps

His brother was Edward Charles Knight who
was Land Agent to the Shiffner’s of the
Coombe Estate.

It was by this connection that Major Knight
came to be buried at Hamsey.

The death of Major Ernest Frederic Knight,
King’s Liverpool Regiment, occurred on
Tuesday last, at the age of 47 years, at the
residence of his brother, Mr E. C. Knight in
Wallands Crescent. Deceased retired from the
Army about two years before the war began.
On the outbreak of hostilities he was called up
for service and sent to France on Military Police
duty. After being abroad about three months he
returned to England, when his lungs became
affected, and he was invalided out of the Army.
The funeral at Hamsey Old Churchyard on
Monday was conducted by Prebendary F. J.
Poole (Rector of St. John’s, Lewes) and the Rev.
E. S. Best, (Rector of Hamsey). The mourners
were Mr and Mrs E. C. Knight (brother and
sister-in-law), the Rev. H. A. Knight (brother).
Mrs W. J. Knight (sister). Mr J. C. M. Taylor
(half brother). Colnel Sheppard. Major A. H. P.
Harrisson. Mr V. B. Crowther Beynon.
Lieutenant- Colonel I. C. F. Thompson and Mr
Peareth.

Sussex Express, 13 July 1917

DEATH OF
MAJOR ERNEST FREDERIC KNIGHT

Sacred to the Memory of

ERNEST FREDERIC KNIGHT,

Major 8th Battalion

The Kings Liverpool Regiment

Born 11th Sept. 1869

Died 5th July 1917



E122 Deborah and Alfred Mitchell

In Loving Memory of DEBORAH KATE MITCHELL -
Died March 27th, 1936 aged 72 years -

also of her husband, ALFRED MITCHELL -
Died May 25th, 1942 aged 79 years.

Alfred Mitchell was estste foreman at The Coombe

A note in his pocket group

The Mitchell’s lived at no 8 Offham,
they had four sons:
Albert, James, Alfred & Ernest



E128 ROGER CURTIS KING 
 
Roger Curtis King was born in Chatham in 1875. His parents were Lt. Col. Frederick H. King 
and Jane Durrant de Hodgson.  He had a sister, Amy, born in 1873. She married Norman 
Dalrymple who lived at Hamsey Old Rectory. It is not known if Roger was ever married. 
 
At the time of the 1891 Census Roger was a 16 year old student boarder in St. Helier, Jersey. 
 
He served in the South African War (1899-1901) as a 2nd Lieutenant in the  
6th Battalion Middlesex Regiment and took part in operations in Cape Colony. He received the 
South Africa Medal and Clasp. 
 
According to the 1911 Census he was an Insurance Broker, aged 36 and unmarried, visiting 
friends in Newdigate, Surrey.  
 
There is no Army record of him taking part in WW1. 
 
He died at Moorcroft, Hillingdon, Uxbridge on 19th March 1918, aged 43. [It is believed that 
Moorcroft House was a Private Mental Asylum]. 
 
Probate was granted to his sister Amy, wife of Norman Dalrymple, of Hamsey Old Rectory. 
 
His mother, Jane Durrant King, died in 1915 and was buried at Hamsey. 
 
Presumably Roger and his mother resided at Hamsey Old Rectory with his sister and brother 
in law. 
 
Sources: 
1881, 1891, 1911, 1921 Census 
1915 Kelly’s Directory for Hamsey 
1902 War Services of Officers of the Army 
1918 Probate Registry 
GRO Ref No : COL220541/2018 
	  
	  
DEATH CERTIFICATE 
	  

	  
	  
	  

General paresis, also known as general paralysis of the insane or paralytic dementia, is 
a severe neuropsychiatric disorder, classified as an organic mental disorder and caused by 
the chronic meningoencephalitis that leads to cerebral atrophy in late-stage syphilis. 
Degenerative changes are associated primarily with the frontal and temporal lobar cortex. The 
disease affects approximately 7% of infected individuals. It is more common among men. 

GPI was originally considered to be a type of madness due to a dissolute character, 
when first identified in the 18th century. Then the cause-effect connection with syphilis 
was discovered in the late 1880s. Subsequently, the discovery of penicillin and its use in 
the treatment of syphilis rendered paresis curable and avoidable. Prior to these events, 
paresis was inevitably fatal unless another terminating illness intervened, and it 
accounted for as much as 25% of the primary diagnoses for residents in public 
psychiatric hospitals.  



E139 ROBERT GORDON BROOKS

E140 ROBERT H. WINGROVE

Born on 12th May 1924, Bob was the second child
of Hubert and Mary Wingrove. He had an elder sister,
Peggy, and younger brothers and sisters: Len, Doug,
Phyllis, Kath and Norman. The family originally lived
in the Wokingham area but in 1933 Hubert was offered
a job as gardener at Offham House The family came
to live in one of the flint cottages at Barley Banks (24
Offham). In 1936 the family moved to 7 Offham and
Hubert went to work for Horace Debenham at Hamsey
Rectory. Bob’s young brother, Norman, was born at
7 Offham. Hubert Wingrove was Verger at Offham
Church for many years. Bob attended the local school
and on leaving in 1938 went to work as a gardener
at Plumpton. While at school he had a part-time job
as errand boy for the Maypole Dairy Ltd - a grocery
and provisions shop in the Cliffe, Lewes - which he
continued after he left school.

Robert Brooks, known as Bob, was born in 1923
and had a younger brother John. The family lived
at Wellington Cottages, Cooksbridge, and Bob’s
father workedin Chatfield’s Timberyard. Bob, a softly
spoken and gentle talking young lad, attended the
village school where he played in the cricket team.
On leaving school Bob also worked in the timberyard.

Bob died of rheumatic fever at Newton Abbot Hos-
pital, Devon, on 10th May 1943. When his body was
brought back by train from Brighton the men from
the timberyard carried it from Cooksbridge Station
to the house. He was buried at.Hamsey on 14th
May 1943 by Reverend Ward

Robert Gordon Brooks: died 10th May 1943
Ldg Aircraftman 1803601, Royal Air Force

Robert H. Wingrove: died 19th October 1944
Able Seaman RN P/JX 318946 H.M.S. Thorough, Submarine D Class

Bob and his brother, Len, joined the Royal Navy at about the same time in 1942. Bob
was crazy about submarines and couldn’t wait to get to sea. He became an ASDIC
operator and at the time of his death was serving on H.M.S. Thorough, a D Class
Submarine built at Vickers Armstrong, Barrow, and commissioned on 30th October 1943.
He had also served.on H.M.S. Thresher. In August 1944 Bob became ill and was brought
home to the Royal Naval Hospital at Gosport where he died 8 weeks later from a cancerous
tumour in his throat. He was buried at Hamsey by Reverend Saunders, Rector of Barcombe
on 24th October 1944.



E142 SIR CHARLES KENDERDINE K.B.E.

In Loving Memory of
CHARLES HALSTAFF KENDERDINE K.B.E.

Died 25th May 1936 aged 69

The death on Monday last at Lewes of Sir Charles Halstaff Kenderdine removes one whose
services rendered to the victims of the European war were of outstanding value. A well-known
land agent, he was at the outbreak of war secretary of the Land Union, but when the disabled
soldiers and sailors began to reach home he became the leading spirit in the care and treatment
of thousands of mutilated men.

He was director of the artificial limb supplies
and chairman of the advisory council on
artificial limbs at the Ministry of Pensions
from 1917-20; the light metal limbs which
were soon devised were a substantial
improvement on anything previously in use,
while great attention was paid to standardizing
the construction of limbs. The restoration to
conditions approaching normal life of many
who would previously have been doomed to
hopeless crippledom was frequent and the
good results of the work cannot be
exaggerated.

When Queen Mary’s Hospital at Roehampton
was established for the reception of mutilated
sailors, soldiers and airmen, Sir Charles was
the main instrument in raising through public
subscription sufficient money to buy
Roehampton House, where the beneficent
work was later extended to the civilian as
well as the military disabled. Sir Charles,
who was created K.B.E. in 1918, was also
one of the founders of the Queen’s Hospital
at Sidcup where facial injuries received during
the war were treated, often with sensational
results.

Obituary to Sir Charles Kenderdine in The Lancet, May 30th 1936

Presumably Sir Charles retired  to

Cooksbridge  in the late 1920s. He

lived in Southdown Cottage, at the

top of Resting Oak Hill. He and his

wife Henrietta had four children, three

sons and a daughter. One of his sons,

Robert, who died at the young age of

33 is buried in the next grave.

In Loving Memory of
ROBERT CAMPBELL KENDERDINE

Died 9th January 1933 aged 33



Major G.D. TIDMARSH M.C.,
Royal Artillery 9th November

1944 aged 55.

E159 MAJOR G.D. TIDMARSH

During WWI he was wounded three times – on the
Aisne in 1914, on the Somme in 1916, and at Gricourt
in 1918. He had the immediate award of the Military
Cross on the field at Cambrai in 1917 for conspicuous
gallantry. He was with the Army of Occupation in
Germany from 1919 to 1924. Later he was adjutant of
a Brigade of the Royal Field Artillery (1924-26); and
adjutant of the 57th H.C. Brigade, R.F.A. (1926-29).
He resigned his commission in 1929.

   In April, 1939, just before the outbreak of WWII, he
joined the Forces as assistant adjutant to the 58th H.C.
Brigade, R.F.A., at Eastbourne and in September, 1939,
commanded a Training Battery in the 205th A.A. Training
Regiment at Arborfield, Berks until the close of 1941.
He was taken ill and early in 1942 was invalided from
the Service with a strained heart.

    He married Elizabeth Mary Shiffner (grave no. E003)
on 20 March 1915. They had a daughter, Betty Mary
Tidmarsh born 15 May 1916.

The burial took place on Monday at Old
Hamsey Churchyard of Major Gerard
David Tidmarsh, M.C., who died suddenly
at the age of 55 at Upper Burrells, East
Chiltington, on Thursday last week.

Death of Major G. D. Tidmarsh

SOLDIER, ARTIST AND SPORTSMAN

Sussex Express, 17th November 1944



E162 EDWIN & THEODORA FISHER

Domiciled in Hove, the Fisher family was
numerous and distinguished. There were
eleven of that generation. One was an admiral
and became Commander-in-Chief of the
Home Fleet, another an architect, but perhaps
the most widely known was another brother,
H.A.L. Fisher, the historian. The father of this
large brood was the one time tutor to Prince
Edward (later Edward VII).

Originally destined for a legal career, Edwin
joined Barclays Bank in 1908 as assistant
company secretary, succeeding to the
secretaryship in 1911. Following war service,
in 1920 he returned to the bank rising through
the ranks to become Chairman in 1936 until
his untimely death in 1947.

After a long search for a suitable house, but without success, Mr Fisher decided to build a
new house at Barley Banks (now Mt Harry House). This had been part of Tulleys Wells farm
and he was able to purchase 35 acres of the Coombe Estate from Sir Henry Shiffner. The
house was built in 1936-7 under the direction of the well-known architect, Darcy Braddell.

Edwin and Theodora had two children, Ann and Jeremy. Ann married John Metcalfe and they
are buried in the next grave no. E161.

In January 1947 during a business interview with the late Queen Mother he suffered a sudden
stroke. It was said the Queen remained to nurse him until help came. Within a few hours he
died in hospital. He was 62 years old. Mrs Fisher lived on at Barleys for a further twenty years
- until 1967.

In Loving and Grateful Memory of
EDWIN FISHER 1883-1947

His mind moved in charity rested in
Providence and turned upon the poles of Truth

and of his wife
THEODORA CECILIA 1888-1976



E163 ALBERT & RUTH GEARING

On returning home from WW1 Albert

Gearing was given the chance to learn

a trade. He enrolled at the Technical

Institute in Brighton and qualified as

a Boot and Shoe Repairer. Although

the family lived at Friendly Hall

Cottages in Cooksbridge (where

Covers offices are now) he set up a

workshop on Resting Oak Hill at the

end of The Rainbow garden. In the

mid 1920s a representative from the

BP Petroleum Co. asked if he would

sell petrol from cans at the side of the

road. He carried this on for a few

years and was then offered a larger

site in the disused Offham marlpit.

Here he built an office and continued

to sell petrol from cans until the pumps

were installed in the 1930s.

Albert and his wife Ruth had

three children; Frank, Mary and Violet.

Violet married Stan Paget who was

butler to Edwin Fisher at Barleys Bank,

now Mount Harry House. Stan then

joined the family business at the petrol

station.

In Loving Memory of ALBERT EDWARD GEARING
who fell asleep July 10th 1948 aged 61 - at rest -

 also of his wife
RUTH who fell asleep September 14th 1956 aged 72

Offham Filling Station, early 1930s

Albert Gearing’s workshop in the 1920s

Offham Filling Station, 1930s Offham Filling Station, 1950s



E194 JAMES & ERNEST MITCHELL

Jim and Ernie were the second and fourth
sons of Alfred and Deborah Mitchell who are
buried in grave no E122.

Both were enlisted in WW1 and Jim saw
action at the Battle of Aubers Ridge where
he received shrapnel wounds that troubled
him for the rest of his life.

They both worked as bricklayers for the
Coombe Estate and remained batchelors,
never moving away from the family home.

In Memory of James Mitchell, born
Aug 9th 1893, died Oct 26th 1976 aged 83 years

AT REST
Ernest Mitchell, born Sept 17th 1899, died

Mar 20th 1986 aged 86 years

James Mitchell Ernest Mitchell
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